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a welfare philosophy  that engages and persists  in asking  the question “What  is  social 
welfare?”  in a  fundamental manner. Given such a problem consciousness,  this paper  is 
intended to define welfare philosophy with utmost clarity.
  As described  in  this paper, we  regard welfare philosophy as “philosophy  that  is 
performed in or  for  the practice of social welfare.” To elucidate  the content of welfare 
philosophy in this sense, first we review the meanings of welfare and philosophy. We then 
verify  the conditions necessary  to establish welfare philosophy through the  thoughts of 
welfare philosophy practitioners such as Soichi IWASHITA and Joji OGURA. Subsequently, 
welfare philosophy is explained based on the author’s own experience, in which situational 






  Based on the considerations presented above, we offer  the following as a  tentative 
definition of welfare philosophy: “Welfare philosophy means  to view what  should be 
viewed and to put oneself there, and to perform philosophy as a response to the pleas heard 
there.  It  is  the ultimate practice  to bring about awareness of what  is  important  in social 
welfare by relearning experiences in social welfare.”
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